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Celebrate Rooster Crow's 63rd Bi 
dat a SE dao 26 


WELCOME TO 
ROOSTER CROW 2016 


On behalf of the Rogue 
River Kiwanis Club, welcome 
to Rooster Crow Weekend 
2016. 

We are looking forward to 
an exceptional weekend of 
fun. Volunteers from around 
Rogue River and the sur- 
rounding area have worked 
together to present a wide 
variety of activities for your 
enjoyment. 

Businesses and civic or- 
ganizations from the area 
have supported the publica- 
tion of this booklet, with pro- 
ceeds benefitting the Rogue 


Full Name 


Home Address 


Home Phone____ 


Company Name. 


Business Address 


Business Phone 


Send Kiwanis mail to: Home [_| Work {_] 
If you are a former Kiwanian: 


Date of Birth: 
(mo/day/yrt) 


Committee Preference 
| Club Administration 
Community Service 


Date: 


KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 


. NEW MEMBER APPLICATION 


(mo/day/yr) 


River Kiwanis Club. Please 
patronize these businesses 
whenever possible. 

Dating back 63 years, the 
Rooster Crow is a long- 
standing tradition in Rogue 
River. We have worked to 
continue that tradition and to 
add more fun-filled events to 
it. We hope that you enjoy all 
that we have to offer during 
Rooster Crow Weekend 
2016. 

Mark Reagles 
President 

Rogue River Kiwanis Club 
P.O. Box 35 * Rogue River * 97537 


City 
Spouse/ Partner Name. 


Zip/Postal Code 


Title 


City 


Fax Number. 


State / Province 


State/Province 


Zip/Postal Code 
E-Mail Address 


Club Name 
Length of Membership 


T accept this application for membership and agree to conform to the bylaws of this club and 
comply with the obligations of membership as explained to me by my sponsor. 


Applicant Signature: 
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If you are a life member, life member # 


Date Left (mo/day/yr) 


To Sci 2016 
Rooster Grow Sponsors: 


Abby’s Legendary Pizza 
Bradiey Realty 
City of Rogue River 
Foothill Estates 
Heuertz & Monen 
LiL Pantry 
Murphy Plywood 
Pacific Power & Light 
Perceptions 
Rogue River Chamber of Commerce 
Southern Oregon Sanitation 
Spitz Agency - Farmers Insurance 
Star Collision 
State Farm - Dean Stirm 
Subway of Rogue River 
Tarasco Family Restaurant 
Umpqua Bank 
Main Building Supply 
Rogue River Family Practice Clinic 
Jeremy Sibet, Licensed Real Estate Broker, John L Scott 
Best Western Inn at The Rogue 4 
Edward Jones Investments - Bryan Dorse 
Southern Oregon Credit Services 


SRogueRiver 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


na ere am 


ROGUE RIVER KIWANIS SERVING 


Rooster Crow Weekend 


\ is not the only way Kiwanis 
| serves our Community... 


Kiwanis ALSO sponsored or 
contributed fo: 


Community Easter Egg Hunt 
Beck Field, Saturday 
before Easter 


Safe House on Halloween 
at Live Oak Grange Hall 


Rogue River High School 
Scholarships 


Rogue River Jr/Sr High School yj 
& River’s Edge Academy 
Students of the Month 


and many more events! 


THE ROGUE RIVER 
KIWANIS CLUB 


Serving the Children of our Community © 


Rogue River Kiwanis Club meets every 
Wednesday for lunch at the Live Oak Grange 
Come and Join Us! 


LOOK FOR THE KIWANIS TRAILER SERVING 
SOFT SERVE ICE CREAM and DRINKS. 


YOUR SUPPORT WILL HELP US SERVE OUR COMMUNITY. 


& = X J” 
fL - . ee 
— -t he 
‘NG 
CHILDREN O 


A big thank you to members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
for Saturday Rooster Crow events clean-up. 
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2016 ROOSTER CROW GRAND MARSHAL: 
NEVER LEARN ED TO SAY No 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


- Alice Hatch admits that 

she hasn't strayed all that far 
from where she was born in 
Gold Hill. 
‘She lives on a hillside on 
Foots Creek Road, and her 
physical address still lists Gold 
Hill.» 

Nevertheless, she is a fix- 
ture in Rogue River, driving 
into town in her Jeep to attend 
to the numerous activities with 
which she is involved in the 
city. 

Mrs. Hatch is the Grand 
Marshal of the 2016 Rogue 
River Rooster Crow festival. 

"Well, | don't get too ex- 
cited about anything anymore 
at my age," she said. "I think 
it's a nice honor." 

Mrs. Hatch lived all over 
Southern Oregon, she said, 
after her parents separated, 
but she went to school at 
Rogue River High when it was 
still downtown. She graduated 
with 28 students, most of them 
girls. 

"When boys hit 18 back 
then, they were drafted into the 
service," she said. "But it was 
a fun time. Of course, it wasn't 
like it is today at school. It was 
altogether much simpler back 
then." 

The former Alice Belle 
McMerrick married her hus- 
band Dale Hatch just after she 
graduated from high school. 
Just as most of the other boys 
his age, Dale Hatch joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps in the days 


Alice Hatch, a 1946 graduate of Rogue River High School, who works at the Woodville Museum, is a member 
of a number of Broan s In Rogue River, including the local chapter of the Red Hat Society. 


following World War II. 
When he got out, he 


worked in a mill for a while and: 


then worked in the woods be- 
fore he got the opportunity to 
own his own Hatch Logging in 
1952. She worked as the com- 
pany’s bookkeeper. 

"My husband started when 
he came out of the service, 
and there wasn't much (avail- 
able work) other than the mill. 
He worked down at the mill, 
and then he had a chance to 
work in the woods. He started 
falling timber, and he did for a 
while and then he decided to 
go into the business." 

He went into partnership 
with a friend and then bought 


his friend out and became the - 


sole owner. Mr. Hatch em- 
ployed two timberfallers and a 
choker setter. The company 


didn't haul the lumber out, but 
rather contracted trucks. 

The company stayed in 
business until 1976. 

"It was something he 
thought he could do better, that 
it would be an upgrade to what 
he was doing,” she said. "We 
stayed in there for about 30 
years, but you could see the 
handwriting on the wall.” 

Mr. Hatch died in February 
2002 at age 77. 

"| had 55 and a half good 
years (with him)," she said. "I 
wanted more, but | didn't get 
them." 

The couple had two 
daughters, Robin Bellamy, 
who lives in Long Beach, 
Calif., and Rhonda Clark, who 
lives in Palm Springs, Calif. 
Mrs. Hatch has five grandchil- 
dren and seven great-grand- 
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children. 

"The whole family'll be 
here Rooster Crow Weekend,” 
she said. 

At the time of the interview 
for this story, Mrs. Hatch was 
sitting in the piano room of the 
house that Mr. Hatch’s grand- 
parents built at the corner of 
First and Oak streets in down- 
town Rogue River, the house 
that today houses. the 
Woodville Museum. This is 
where you'll find Mrs. Hatch 
every Friday afternoon and 
maybe a couple days during 
the week. 

"(Mr. Hatch's) grandfather 
was a blacksmith downtown in 
the late 1800's. So, of course, 
when his granddad died in '48 
and his grandmother in the 
60s, we decided the house 
should be sold and every body 

see HATCH on page 11 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


Friday, June 27: me 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 8 Water Ball & Burn to Learn Demonstration 
(i\Rogue River Friends of the Library Book Sale ~ Rogue River Elementary School - East Grounds 
1) 


412 East Main Street 
1:00 pm - 1:45 pm 


12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 


5:00 pm - 6:00 pm (9) “Ballet Folkorico Ritmo Alegro” | 
63rd Annual Rooster Crow Kick-Off Dinner Mexican Dancers at Tarasco’s Mexican Restaurant | 
at the Rogue River Community Center 
Sponsored by the Rogue River Chamber of Commerce 2:00 pm 
Rooster Crow Parade Winner Awards f 
| . Rooster Crow Arena 
| Saturday, June 28: 
| . 
2:15 pm 
Re _ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm (0 Human Rooster Crow Contest 
{)Rogue River Friends of the Library Book Sale one Crow Arana 
412 East Main Street 
8:00 2:45 pm 
8) Rooster Crow Fun Run & Walk Beresonual 
Y Sponsored By GalinernGragentRinners i) National Rooster Crowing Contest 
Registration and check-in at Beck Field Rooster Crow Arena 
; ; 3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
=~ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm : “ Pre 
(4) Vendor Booths - Commercial and Non-Profit 6) Live Entertainment performed by “Abide 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


First and Pine Streets 


cs, 
(10) All Day Children Activities at Rooster Crow Arena 
9:00 - 4:00 pm 
: Ad Show : Pe. Saturday AND Sunday 


6)"Shirley Bell and the Brush Strokers’” 
Woodville Museum 


Sunday, June 29: 


: 11:00 am 
a 9:00 am — 5:00 pm (0 “Church in the Park” 
{la Downtown Merchant's Street Sale Officiated by Grace Baptist Church 
V Depot Street 
F > 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
10:00 am (4) Vendor Booths - Commercial and Non-Profit 
Rooster Crow Parade First and Pine Streets 
Downtown beginning at the Woodville Shopping Center and 
ending at the Elementary School 8:00 am ~- 3:00 pm 
Lineup begins at 8:45 am aN 
127 6th Annual Rooster Crow Car Show 
12:00 pm Downtown Rogue River - MC’d by Jeff Smith 
G\cal-Ore River Racers Prequalification 
Vv John F. Fleming Memorial Park and Ps 12:00 pm 
Coyote Evans Wayside Boat Ramp - Rogue River Highway (7, Cal-Ore River Racers Race 
Jet Boats displayed on Depot Street after the race John F. Fleming Memorial Park and 
Coyote Evans Wayside Boat Ramp - Rogue River Highway 
~*~ 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
9) Live Entertainment performed by 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
“Don West Band” 40 Live Entertainment performed by “Abide” 
Woodville Museum Bandstand Rooster Crow Arena 
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Rooster i Roguelln: 
Crow 
Events 
Map 


€edar St. 


0g 
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Berglund St. 
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Rogue River 
Shopping Center 


Classick Dr. 


Rogue River’s Been Crowing Since 


jet 


i fee Ce y Si || The.City is Proud to be a 

Rch/ fi Pe Major Sponsor of the 
“63rd Annual Rogue River 

nm poe ioted pees Crow” Weekend 


1953 


Pam VanArsdale "Park Cty of Raye Raw 
City Councilors: 
Bill Jones 


| i we 
Fred England | on ot | 63YVears 
| tis m . _  ” 
oo. EZ And Still Crowing 
Don Daugherty FAT ART SO 
Mark Poling 


Planning 
Commissioners: 
John Schaefier 
Cindy England 
Dean Stirm 
Don Collins 
Evan Goeglein 
Rick Kempa 
Carolyn Riley 


“Whero It’s the peopio that — 
makes Rogus River o great 
pace to live" 


City of Rogue River 


133 Broadway ~ Box 1137 - Rogue River - Oregon - 97537-1137 - (541) 582-4401 
wiv, cityofrogueriverorg 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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Mountain of the Rogue 
A Gem for Mountain Bikers 


bikes out of the area, in south- 
‘| ern Oregon, but obviously not 
around here, there's nowhere 
to ride. And Dean said, ‘Would- 
n't it be cool to have some 
place to ride? Why don't we? 
| We're surrounded by moun- 
tains. Why do we not have any 
{ trails." 

After four years of coordi- 
| nating with the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), finding a 
property that was near Rogue 
| River and had easy access to 
| aroad made the Tin Pan Peak 
| area, just a mile and a half 
" from downtown Rogue River, 
the place in which to put their 
efforts to make it a local home 
for mountain bikers, as well as 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


The Mountain of the Rogue 
Trail System may already be a 
gem to all local outdoor enthu- 
siasts, not only to those who 
participate in its intended audi- 
ence, mountain bikers. 

"Everybody's excited about 
it," Rogue River businessman 
Darren Jahn said. "We see this 
is as a 100 percent positive 
thing for Rogue River, both for 
the community members who 
will be able to use it, as well as 
for the economic benefit that 
should come from out of the 
area. ; 

"It's cool to see it coming 
together and people excited 


about it." hill on a mountain biking trip 
It was Jahn and fellow somewhere else in the Rogue 

businessman and mountain Valley. 

biker Dean Stirm who came up "It was Dean Stirm's idea,” 

with the idea while climbing a Jahn said. "We were riding our See MOUNTAIN N page 10 


SS me ————— = 


BP RE HOT | 
| Something To Crov Ww About! | 
(\ 


For over 60 years, Southern Oregon Sanitation | 
has been a family owned and operated business 
specializing in waste management systems. 


We are your neighbors who share a 
common interest in the well-being of the 
communities we live in, by supporting home-town 
traditions like the Rooster Crow event. 


Over the years, we have significantly increased 
our capacity to serve Josephine County and 
surrounding areas, including territories in Jackson 
County. Our goal is to consistently enhance our 
waste management systems to be efficient, 

cost effective and sustainable. 


Rass 


1381 raeced Ave. Gran! 
MWS OS UG Oo 


The National Human 
Crow Championship 
shares the spotlight with 
the Rooster Crow on 
Saturday, June 25. The 
event began several 
years ago as a great 
way to rev up the crowd 
for the big event. 

Each year, the 
Human Crow continues 


children of all ages give 
their best crow for the 
microphone. 
are selected based on 
crowd response. There 
is no entry fee for the 
Human Crow, just bring 
your best voice and let 


INNo Rooster? 
No Problem... 
Humans Crow, Te oo! 


Winners. 


to grow in popularity as | ie 


See last year’s win- 
ner’s story on page 22. 


MOUNTAIN from page 9 


a place for others looking for a 
new set of trails. 

The Mountain of the Rogue 
will have what mountain bike 
enthusiasts know as a stacked 
loop system. 

"It's where you have your 
easier trails lower down on the 
mountain, like Green Circle for 
the easiest to the most difficult 
(black diamond), and it pro- 
gresses in difficulty the further 
up the mountain you go," Nick 
McDaniel, a forester for the 
BLM who is also a mountain 
biker, said. "There'll be a good 
variation of trail types." 

There are currently six 
trails, ranging in difficulty from 
green circle (RAT Pack and 
Pay Din), to the black diamond 
trail Arm Bar. There is another 
planned trail spurring from the 
RAT Pack trail. 


HEUERTZ & MONEN, P.C. 


UROEDEHS & Counselony at Law 


A ae Firm seers in TEER Das 
Estate Planning ~ Wills/Trusts/Probate ~ Corporations/Partnerships/LLC’s 
Real Estate Matters ~ Guardianships/Conservatorships 


214 E. Main STREET, ROGUE River ° (541) 582-4115 
www.rogueriverlawyers.com 
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There are now seven miles 
of trail, with more planned. You 
can climb as high as the 1,300- 
foot peak of Tin Pan Peak. 

The three loops are bike- 
specific, direction-specific trails 
coming down the hill, ranging 
from two miles to about six 
miles. 

The parking lot is located 
just across North River Road 
from the trail system. 

There is room to build 
more trails on a patchwork quilt 
of BLM properties connected 
to the current Mountain of the 
Rogue area, but further expan- 
sion would require environ- 
mental documentation and 
public comment, as much as in 
the initial stages of the Moun- 
tain of the Rogue's birth. 

For more information see 
http://www.blm.gov/or/dis- 
tricts/medford/plans/mount/ 


HATCH from page 5 

got together and designed the 
museum, and I've been here 
since Day One," she said. "We 
had a lot of fun in this home 
before the grandparents 
passed, and when my hus- 
band died, | decided | had to 
do something. 

The Woodville Museum 
opened in the house, which 
Mrs. Hatch says was built 
“somewhere around the turn of 
the century," in 1986. She also 
volunteers at the thrift shop at 
the Rogue River Community 
Center one day a week for four 
hours. Among a few other or- 
ganizations, she also belongs 
to the local chapter of the Red 


Hat Society. 

"And | never learned to say 
no," she said. 

And the Jeep's running 
“just fine," she says. 

"I've driven Jeep's since 
1946, when we bought the first 
one," she said. The one she 
drives now is a 2015. 

"They get you up the hill 
and down," she said. "When 
you live on a hill, you need 
fern? 

This year is the 60th an- 
niversary of Mrs. Hatch’s grad- 
uation from Rogue River High 
school. Out of a class of 28, 
she estimates that there are 
about nine left. She said that 


because so many acquain- . 


ORIENTAL TOUGH 
Certified Medical Massage 
Master’s Level 


BACK 
Lumbago 
Piriformis Syndrome 
Sciatica 
Pelvic Rotation or Tilting 
Post-Operative Back Surgery 


NECK 
TMJ Pain & Dysfunction 
Cervical Strain 
Whiplash 
Torticollis (Wry Neck) 
ROM Limitations 


Tohra Sazakl, LM.T. tic. #7468 


510 E. Main St, Rogue River, OR 
(located in Rogue River Chiropractic) 


(541)582-6508 


HAPPY ROOSTER CROW 


Shake aTAIL FEATHER 
down to Baci's after the Wa 


tances had gone off to war, 
and because the nation had 
just come out of World War Il, 
there waS an uneasiness 
about war that made her class 
decide not to schedule class 
reunions. 


She said a number of 
Rogue River High graduates, 
ones who remained local, 
have continued to meet at the 
annual Old Timer’s Picnic the 
second weekend of July each 
year. 


First American Title™ 


Our local First American families in 
Jackson & Josephine Counties are proud to serve 
the community of Rogue River and to continue our 

support of Rooster Crow Weekend. 


For all your Title and Escrow needs, Think First! 
Think First American Title. 


MEDFORD OFFICE 

1225 Crater Lake Avenue, Suite 101 
Medford, OR 97504 
PHONE 541.779.7250 


GRANTS PASS OFFICE 
118 NE ’C" Street 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
PHONE 541.476.6884 


©2016 First American Financial Corporation and/or its affistas, All rights reserved. | NYSE: FAF | 29123280516 


VatAreess Ito meurenee 


Compa), aod tha cpcrating cusionethe-so!, nike no c grea cr implied war arty 


tha clonal ca prrser tod oral aamea no spor by Ice amon oF oF La na Fit Aman, theeag/a loge, Fat Anerson 
Teo, and f stemism con gstond becomes of to dorcds of Bat Vacant Fearca Ceve-cilon annie ins off Laces. 


510 E. MainSt 


Rogue River OR 97537 
in the Rogue River Plazz 


parade and join us for (541) 582-0508 


lunch or dinner in the 
air conditioning! Alsoin Medford! 
2105 Roberts Rd 

Medford OR97504 


(541)773-3708 


Cold Microbrews s all the 
yummy pizza, pasta, 
calzones, sandwiches s 
salad that you need to 

www.Bacispizza.com 


find us on facebook! 


GET YOUR CROW ON! 
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Rogue River Kiwanis Heart & Soul 


When Charlie Weaver 
passed away in 2014, a 
community mourned. 

“He will be greatly 
missed,” John Krawczyk 
said, echoing many others 
throughout the community of 
Rogue River upon hearing 
the news that Weaver had 
died Sunday, January 26, 
2014. 

“A constant volunteer, he 
gave so many hours to so 


Mark Reagles, who was a 
member of the same Kiwa- 
nis Club and witnessed first- 
hand Weaver's energy and 
wit as he volunteered at an- 
nual events, like Rooster 
Crow. “I think his whole life 
was about giving to this 
community. He had such 
fond memories about grow- 


ing up here.” 


Weaver passed away 
just two weeks shy of his 


many organizations and 74th birthday, after suffering 
community efforts,” recalled from complications associ- 


DAY SPA & SALON 


ated with pulmonary fibrosis. 
Ever since his childhood 
in Arizona, Weaver loved “all 
things Western,” and always 
wore his trademark white 
Stetson and western shirts. 
Krawczyk, then current 
president of the Rogue River 
Kiwanis Club, said that with 


—_ 


a # . 
Pay +< f (ad so ores) 


PH 541.582.3838 


his 70th birthday in 2010, loved Rogue River and Rogue River loved him. 


22 years under his belt, 
Weaver was the longest 
serving Kiwanian and had 
been president several 
times. 

“He was the heart and 
soul of the club,” Krawczyk 
said. 


| ROGUE VALERY PINCHERS 
| OF THE ORBGON HORSESHOE 
PITCHERS ASSOCIATION 
Invite you to come piteh with us. 
Members now pitch at public parks 
im) Grants Rass, Merlin, Phoenix 


and) Rogue River. 

Pitch in tournanrents oryust tor fun! 
Contact Alan Ringo at 
541-7379-6867 or 
avringo@charter net 
for more information. 
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CATTLEMEN'S 
SALBON 


Enyoy Music THrouGHouUT THE AFTERNOON & EVENING! 


Jom Us IN THE 


AFTERNOON FOR ... AND STAY FOR 
OUTSTANDING, | Our AMAZING | 
FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENING : i 
TUNES BY ENTERTAINMENT... 
FRANKIE 
HERNANDEZ Roots. Rock: Reggae. 


CREW 


THE il 
7 > W | 
H LEI RB! AL 

CR q] EW 

S50 - S30 va SUPERIOR OLIVE 

Ld : 7, . my 

1:00 - 4:30 pm* bd EAE A ee AN EXCEPTIONAL, UNBEATABLE Act! 
OUT IN FRONT ON THE STREET SS be = cae 2°04 boANS 


We Actively & Proudly Support Our Rogue River Community All Year Long 
The Rooster Crow (Rogue River Kiwanis) ° Connie Fisk Cancer Foundation ASANTE 
The Rogue River Community Center’s Christmas Project Partnership | 

The Rogue River Community Gardens e¢ The ROC Youth Outreach Program | 

| 


Rooster Crow Weekend - CATTLEMEN'S SALGUN 

100% of the Proceeds from the $1.00 cover charge | Bill Neiswanger, Owner 
and the sale of JELLO SHOTS 108 Depot Street ¢ Rogue River 
will go to our local charities! 541 582-1631 
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NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW GRAND MARSHALS 


1978 Anna Classick 
1979 Carl "Bud" Dick 


1986 Hugh Hartman ‘ 
1987 Georgia & Car] Lane 


2001 Bob Kirkwood 


| 2002 Fred Boettcher 


1980 Shade Combs 1988 Jeanette Umscheid * 2003 Bob Gail 

1981 Dennis Hitch 1989 Walter Dennis 2004 Nancy Bradley 
1982 Glen Wooldridge 1990 Royal Deland } 2005 Charlie Weaver 
1983 Jim & Lottie Martin 1991 Jim & Lottie Martin 2006 John 


1984 Carl "Bud" Magerle 1992 Gary Chittum 
& May Ellis & Sally Holiday 


& Treeva Schaeffer 
2007 Hope Warren's 


1985 Mabel Rigel 1993 Colista Moore Family 
2008 Tom Artoff 
2009 Ellen 
ee Ce 5 | ne'z re ¢ Ray Campbell 
' ick Niquette 
Finest Foodlg sin (heise Siam Zits Rooster row Gand Harsha’ 2011 Wanda Nesbit 
— Larry Wills 2012 Neathamer Family 
500 East Main St. » Rogue River, Oregon 97537 | 1994 Dick Skevington 2013 John Bond 
PO Box 388 » Rogue River, Oregon 97537 1995 Roy Milton 2014 Sam 
1996 Jim Craig & Marilyn Evensizer 
541-582-4147 1997 Dorothy Finney 2015 Larry Wills 
1998 Dick Handbury 2016 Alice Hatch 


1999 Dave Thomas 
2000 Dale Hatch 


Beer ¢ Wine e Lottery 


rick Rogue Valley 


- Habitat 


for Humanity 


Thank You Rogue River! 


We are excited to announce that infrastructure work will begin on Dove 
Place this summer. The selection process is currently underway and we 
will be announcing our first two selected families soon. 


For more information on Habitat programs or to become a Habitat volunteer, please contact our administrative 
office at 541-779-1983. You can also visit us online at www.roguevalleyhabitat.org 
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Dinner Kicks Off Weekend Festivities 


At the the annual dinner, the Mayor reads the Rooster Crow 


Proclamation officially kicking off the Crow festivities. 


At the annual Rooster Crow 
“kick-off’ dinner, roosters are 
given permission by Rogue 
River's Mayor to “strut their stuff’ 
during the National Rooster 
Crow Festival. 


Live music fun kicks off on 
Saturday morning after the 
Rooster Crow Parade at 11am 
when “Don West Band" (spon- 
sored by the Woodville Mu- 
seum) performs at the Woodville 
Museum Bandstand. This per- 


formance goes until 2pm. 
The Museum Bandstand will 


also feature the band, “Abide” 
(sponsored by the Rogue River 
Chamber of Commerce) from 
3:30-7:30 pm on Saturday. You 
can see “Abide” on Sunday from 
1:00-4:00pm at the Rooster 
Crow Arena: 

There is no admission 
charge to enjoy the entertain- 
ment at the bandstand. 


And, the “finely clad” fowl 


are allowed to display their 


plumage and “crow to their 
heart's content without fear of 
retribution” -— meaning the 
mayor granted the poultry a 24- 


hour amnesty. 

The roosters (or hens) in the 
24 hours preceding Friday 
night's Chamber of Commerce- 


National Rooster Crow 


Bandstand Schedules 
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Miss REBLa River 2015 Isobel Berglund and 2nd Runner Up Della Birdsall 


sponsored dinner at the Rogue 
River Community Center are not 
so lucky. A barbecued chicken 
dinner is the main course. 


Add a cool, refreshing 
IGEE* to any meal 
at the Rogue River 


SUBWAY* restaurant. 
(205 E. Main Street) 


eS UB A Yas 


Wk ©2015 Datos ASeais fhe SUBWAY is a negatared tmaemck of Naztor's Assocs tac 


Q—— as 
Windermere 


REAL ESTATE 


Southern Oregon 


In the HEART of ROGUE VALLEY 


We're here fo serve all your real estate needs! 


‘ 7 
usan Jaeger Karen Thornton arian 3 
Principal Broker/Owner Principal Broker Principal Broker/Owner 


Call Us Today! 582-2000 


SouthernOregon@Windermere.com 


Rooster Crow 
Prizes 


4st Place: $150 
2nd Place: $50 |_- 


3rd Place: $35 211 E Main Street - Rogue River 
Ath Place: S25 www.SouthernOregonHomesForSale.com 
YA : 


5th Place: $10 
Cage Prize: $15 


Prizes awarded courtesy of the 
Rogue River Kiwanis Club 


It’s FREE to enter the |p y)) A 
CROW CONTESTS! 
hy & Beautify miles | 
~ EE EE 4 rs ee Comprehensive Oral Health Care 
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 
"7 ima / “iif if New Patients Always Welcome! 


Adult & Family Dentistry ° Preventive Care 
Fillings ¢ Crowns ° Whitening 


yy, LEVER 
Friendly Affordable Quality Wark Wayne A. Hopper DMD, LLC 


Gencral Dentist 


Diegnastic « Major Repalrs « Tune-Up « Brakes » Maintenance Service 
Cummins Diese! Expert « Engine and Transmission Exchanges 
a | 204 W Main St ° Rogue River 


mnreeeey, 382-3767 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW PAST CHAMPIONS 


1953 Hollerin’ Harry ....cccccnccecesen 71 
1953 Beetle Baum ....... ce euer venues 109 
1954 ROCKY one os cg te eterna 79 
1955 Prince Albertina ...0 25% «0c twee 81 
1956 Briggs « spst tees ois etree cis Spore gee 70 
195.7 GON IC Hee eects oes Sacer stare ee 66 
1958: RUSCY.. crt ie srs cee scape. «oye cee 68 
gE Oh Ae. eo AS Se ee ko ee hom cue 96 
1960 JEVOMTCh xc cteten stele so fivele ws catemie ane 67 
1967 RaSCal lie trap sge te ack. seeccuevoue ss yess 69 
1962 GerOniMO. .... 2... ee eee eee eens 63 
1963: MaC-ALDO Sire eke cece eae as 90 
1964:MaGSIIOG:. . Adie es sue es 69 
1965 BlaGkKEeGll a. ws ts sce es oe 71 
1966 DrumiSticks.cae cree | cue eerie os. 80 
1967 RiNkYIDINK sc ae « Weeder» 2. 49 
1968 TeBitd ere sxc acetee 2 ees clot 63 
1969 GUDGR soe ei ets See ee 71 
1970'REXG. Seer k Sahc tee tetee tates opens 70 
1971 Super Chicken. .......--...2eeee. 85 
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1972 Tom Dooley wi... i sissenee none 73 
1973 Great Speckled Bird...........02. 63 
1974 WIIGIBII. . 1.06 0s « o's'5.0 coors Oe 59 
TOTS RASCUS « o's cits in © 0% waren see 73 
1976 Hamlet... se cc0.0. sino se lene 57 
1977 Doodle Do ........6.... sae 62 
1978 White Lightning...........c000. 112 
1979 Chunker ....3. 0.2.00 cease serene 98 
1980 Lewis (of Lewis & Clark) .......... 87 
1981 Crow'n JOG... oc. onse «oye eee eee 82 
1982 Crow'n JOC... su. cee een es cee 65 
1983 Crow'n JOG. at... esac neta eee 70 
1984 Chicken Little ...........c cnc eaee 83 
1985 Crystal's Silver Streak..........6. 61 
1986:Rosebud. ...8 22.40.08 22.20. eee 90 
1987 Redland Red ....... ccc cee eneane 48 
T9OBSWiThE. Crow: 2.20 2.4... 5. ace eee 56 
TOBSIH ONLY A. oo. < ox es aca eae eee 74 
TOSOTODY. ors teadttincals wletoce oe co eeeee oneieaaae 71 
1997 Batt... c. e thos os oS eee rrr « 76 
1992.Garths 20 oe oo ee eee 76 
1993 Just a Rooster.......... Me, 25, 96 
1994 Justa Rooster........ceenenucnen 68 
1995 Mr. Skinhead... .......<.0. eee 69 
1996 Fowl Mouth........cccnnucnnccons 80 
1997 One Eyed Jack. .....cceasccacccas 31 
OOS HAM Kivaecreneeitisinns chete: ovesd ayetaus nk oot 50 
1999 Henry Rooster........eceeeeeeues 42 
2000 Love Machine...........eesecees 36 
ZOOM Splash cose es cas PEs Mert otcs 49 
2002 Wartield .. saah fe ne dence on se are 46 
2003 Stew M. Wright. .........cenencee 25 
2004 TriGGeN cd ees te we ctstohs ates a eee 42 
PATOL y13 3 | Pee eerie eee A er hh ees 107 
2006 Winchester ........cceeeeeeneues 30 
2007 RAUL Sc oe cc chee one eee 45 
ZOOS Charles. dec. oes so renege eee 36 
ZOOS FIGS ice.ct. 0:0 ctuencterets ere oferetetetsareamres 42 
2010 Bye Bye BOb.......cceeenccenees 63 
2011 Bye Bye BOb...... eee ne ennenee 63 
2012 GEOrgGe..... sence ces e renee eceene 44 
2013 Lil’ Lung Larry........eseeeseeues 64 
2014 Ben. wc cece ee ee eee eterno nna 40 
2015 Crow-Darr ....ccceccccncceveeces 52 


Just a Little Contest 


Rooster Crow tums 63 this 
year. 

Who would have thought that 
something inspired by old Welsh 
traditions — rooster crowing con- 
tests held during holiday celebra- 
tions —- would have grown into a 
major annual event? 

According to old press ac- 
counts, in 1953, a local named 
Shade Coombs remembered sto- 
ries of Welsh coal miners and 
their holiday rooster crowing con- 
tests. Coombs felt that such a 
contest would be a great way 
to generate publicity and help 
promote local businesses. 

The idea was to see which 
rooster could crow the most 


within 30 minutes — and its owner . 


would win money if it crowed the 
most. 

Coombs’ fellow merchants 
and the local Booster Club 


LEGENDARY PIZZA" 


121 PINE STREET 
541-562-442 


thought it would be a good idea 
and a cash prize was established. 
May 23, 1953, marked the first 
Rooster Crow - more than 500 
people were in attendance and 
there were 75 roosters and their 
owners in the contest. 

Hollerin' Harry was the win- 
ner, netting his own the tidy sum 
of $50. 

The contest was such a suc- 
cess, having drawn media atten- 
tion from as far as Portland, that 
Rogue River held another one 
Sept. 5 that same year. 

June 1954 marked the next 
event, which drew in more than 
2,000 people — far more than they 
had originally anticipated. 

From that point on, Rooster 
Crow has continued to grow. and 
is now one of the most well- 
known events in the Rogue Val- 
ley. Over the years, a parade was 


03 


order online at 
ww.abbys.com 


Bruce Bampforth with Rocky, the 1954 crowing champion 


added, along with ahumancrow- _ shows and hundreds of vendors. 
ing contest. And, now, people can Not bad for a little rooster 
also enjoy a classic car show, art crowing contest. 


Plus, we deliver for Rogue River! 
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A Part of Rogue Rive 
REE om: 


The Live Oak Grange in 
Rogue River underwent im- 
provements to its ballroom and 
inner workings. 

Live Oak Grange, whose 
original building where its great 
ballroom is -- originally, a bar- 
racks building moved from the 
Army outpost Camp White in 
1951 -- saw its roof was repaired 
last summer and the ballroom 
floor refinished. 

The stage on the north end 
of the building is also being re- 
furbished, placing insulation in 
the wall space and ceiling it with 
drywall, "so all the walls will be 
clean and neat and have _insu- 
lation, so it isn't so cold back 
there, so it's a lot easier to take 
care of," Maggie Clark, presi- 
dent of the Live Oak Grange, 
said. 

In addition, the stage floor 
has also been refinished and 
sanded, yielding, as Clark's hus- 
band, Rick, the grange’s secre- 
tary said, a couple garbage cans 
full of sawdust, with insulation 
added underneath the floor- 
boards. 

Maggie Clark said the Live 
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r History 


Live Oak Grange had many improvements thanks to Rick and Maggie Clark. 


Oak Grange has procured ail 
funds toward its repairs, either 
out of she and her husband's 
pockets and through fundrais- 
ers. ; ; 

"| know the roof was like 
$12,000, $13,000," she said. 
"Once the roof was done, we 
could put money in on the floor- 
ing and new carpet." 

She said the grange is al- 
ways looking for donations and 
skilled workers willing to donate 
their work. 

"(The building) needs new 
siding,” she said. "It's asbestos 


TLC Chiropractic 
Physical and Massage Therapy 

290 B. Main Street Rogue River, OR 97837 
» ($42) 582-2929 


(on the exterior walls), and we 
need siding over it. It's going to 
cost a lot of money, and it will 
need new casings around the 
doors, front and back.” 

Rick Clark said he believes 
there was an existing grange 
building already in place, where 
the kitchen and dining room are 
now, that was attached to the 
ballroom building when it was 
moved from Camp White. 

Maggie Clark said she and 
her husband got involved in the 
grange about eight years ago. 
She said she wanted to work on 


» 
THe 
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the building just because it was 
deteriorating. 

"My husband and | decided 
the goal was to bring it back into 
its natural beauty," she said. 
"We've done upgrades. We've 
done everything we had to do 
to bring it up to code.” 

One of those necessary 
upgrades is replacing the old- 
fashion electrical fuse boxes, 
with the old glass fuses, with a 
panel box with switches. 

The Live Oak Grange has 
regular renters that pay at a 

see LIVE OAK GRANGE on page 21 


TLCCHIROGROUP.COM 


Accepting New Patients 
Most Insurances Accepted 


x : 


LIVE OAK GRANGE from page 20 


monthly rate, along with din- 
‘ners, baby showers, wed- 
dings. 

"The hospital in Grants 
Pass has its Christmas din- 
ners there," Clark said. "That's 
why we wanted to make it look 
nice, so people could use it. 
We rent it quite often." 

The Live Oak Grange is 


also donated as the official 
venue for the Miss Rogue 
River pageant and crab dinner. 

Rick Clark said there are 
now 19 members of the Live 
Oak Grange, six above the 
mandatory 13. Membership in 
the grange is only $45 a year, 
and he said more members 
would go a long way toward 
the life and upkeep of the 
building. 


Atfordable Bankruptcy 


Joy Palz and Tasha Holley 
Bankruptcy Petition Preparers 


252 Laureldale Ln 


™.. Grants Pass, OR 97527 
541-237-4160 


Teresa Ward 
Owner/Principal Broker 
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Bambi Bianchi 


Dean Stirm 
Agent 


99 Pine Street 
Rogue River, OR 
97537-9428 


Bus: 541-582-1234 
Cell: 541-660-4537 


dean@deanstirm.com 


NMLS MLO #326776 


NMLS #139716 


Brokers 


| 1148. Main St., Rogue River °(541) 582-0111 ° www.bradleyrealty.biz ° Email: teresabradleyrealry@pmail.com | 


Penny Dunlap 
Whitney Paulsen 


Bride-to-be Wins 


The reigning champion 
was ready to reclaim his 
crown in the Human Crow 
contest, the opening act to 
the Annual National Rooster 
Crowing Championship, on 
Sat., June 27, but it was the 
challenger with a big voice 
who took the crown. 

Emily Birdseye, who 
lives in Federal Way, Wash., 
but who will soon marry and 
make her residence here in 
Southern Oregon, won out 
Of a field of 10 contestants 
Nearly spontaneously ap- 
pearing for the annual con- 
test. 

After the initial 10 con- 
testants were cut down to 
five and then to three, the 
judges of several commu- 
nity members, along with 
Grand Marshal Larry Wills, 
chose Birdseye even over 
the loud and sustained crow 


see HUMAN CROW on page 23 


WWW.ROEMOTORS.cOM 
7TH & “E" STREET, GRANTS PASss > 541-476-770 
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HUMAN CROW from page 22 
of 2014 champion Jeff 
Nemeth. 


Birdseye, 20, said she's 
mostly been planning her wed- 
‘ding and looking for a place for 
she and her fiance. 

"| was at the parade, and 
they said, ‘Oh, we're having 
the human rooster crow, and | 
was like, ‘OK, I'll do it for fun,” 
she said. "And it's my first time 
here, and | was, like, take a 
chance. If | don't win, | don't 
win." 

Nemeth, last year's cham- 
pion and a Rogue River native, 
had planned to win again. 

"The whole point about 
winning last year was to hold 
the title for the whole entire 
year," he said. "It was about 
going out and telling every- 
body about it. 

"Not everybody gets to be 
champion, and even at a small 
event like this, it's such a great 
community event, the kids 
come out. It's a small-town 
event. To be the champion of 
anything is the greatest thing 
in the world. Did | prepare? 
There was nobody else in the 


world that could say they were 
the world champion at rooster 
crowing. | worked it. | did the 
best | could, and, you know, 
the chips fall as they will. | was 
very proud, and nobody can 
take 2014 from me." 

* Nemeth, 43, who, by last 
year's Rooster Crow celebra- 
tion weekend, was a grip on 
the FX network show "Sons of 
Anarchy" last year, said he had 
stepped away from his work in 
television and started a barbe- 
cue sauce business. 

"| took the inspiration from 


2014 Human Crow Winner, 
Jeff Nemeth 


the win here last year and 
turned it into the motivation to 
be successful at whatever | do. 
If | can be successful here, | 
can be successful anywhere.” 

The competition took a hu- 
morous turn when Martin 


Hentschel, who had finished 
second in the Rooster Run 
five-kilometer race in the 
morning, was eliminated after 
offering what he said was the 
roosters sounded in his native 
Germany. 


$06 E Main Sz. 


Rogue River 
Oregon 


S41-S82-3779 


Cogimunity Pirst , 


132 Broadway * P.O. Box 295 + Rogue River, OR 97537 
Phone: (541) 582-0609 » Fax: (541) 582-1602 


Rogue River Fami y Practice 


DAVID FRANK, D.O. > BRIAN MATEJA, D.O. 
HEATHER MERLO, M.D. - CORA HAZE, PA- 


582-0505 


509 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 1020 
Rogue River, OR 97537 
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We Break News 
ol eggs. 
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The Rules are 


Not much has changed 
since 1953, when the first Na- 
tional Rooster Crow Champi- 
onship was held in Rogue 
River. 

The rules are simple. Each 
person can enter one rooster; 
the rooster must remain in the 
cage throughout the contest. An 
impartial judge is assigned, and 
the tallying begins at 2:30 p.m. 
No mechanical, electrical, phys- 
ical or chemical stimulants or 
devices are allowed. Moreover, 
roosters cannot be mistreated 
or abused. 

Each rooster has 30 min- 
utes to crow his heart out. 

Never mind that most of the 
crowin’ occurs before the official 
contest, when most of the roost- 
ers fall prey to the pressure. 

In a contest from years past 
and as always, the arena is 
filled with roosters in their 
cages, some elaborately deco- 
rated, and their owners. 

In 2012, two-time champion 
Bye-Bye Bob was present and 
next to his cage was Rockin’ 
Red and his owner, six-year-old 


Zach Gray. 

“I've had Red for about a 
year,” Zach said. “I thought it 
would be fun if we tried this.” 

Master of Ceremonies John 
Bond had the area cleared ex- 
cept for owners and judges — a 
judge was assigned to each 
rooster and was required to 
keep track of each cock-a-doo- 
dle-doo crowed in 30 minutes. 

When the contest started, it 


| 


was overcast and sprinkling. 
But, soon, the sky opened up 
and heavy rain fell onto the 
roosters, dampening a bit of the 
enthusiasm. 

Roosters clucked anxiously, 
and then crowed with each 
judge tallying. 

Fillipe the Destroyer, a roos- 
ter owned by Spencer Hill and 
Alex Jameson, had been crow- 
ing constantly before the con- 
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Simple 


test. However, when it was time 
for the real deal, Fillipe fell 
silent. : 

Then, he finally let out a sin- 
gle crow. 

“Yes!” both men shouted. 
Hill was optimistic that Fillipe 
might still win. 

“We can do this,” he said. 

However, when the 30 min- 
utes was over, he would not be 


see SIMPLE on page 27 
River’s Edge 
Academy 
Charter 


School 


Now accepting 
applications for the 


2016-2017 School Year 


5K Wins on a Muggy Morning 


Alex Angstadt of Ashland 
plowed through a muggy morn- 
ing run during the Rooster Crow 
five-kilometer fun run, the only 
runner who finished the 3.1 
miles in less than 20 minutes, in 
19 minutes, 35 seconds. 

More accustomed to longer 
distances, the 23-year-old had 
run in the Pear Blossom Run 
and the Tough As Nails Moun- 
tain Run, both in Medford, as 
well as the Run the Ditch Run in 
Ashland last month. 

"| think maybe | need to do 
longer distances because these 
short distances are a killer," he 
said. 


keogue (ew 


Angstadt won the race by 30 
seconds, with Martin Hentschel 
from San Mateo, Calif., running 
in 20:05 on the course that 
started on Berglund Street, be- 
hind Rogue River Elementary 
School, crossed over Evans 
Creek on Foothill Boulevard, 
passed by Palmerton Park and 
crossed the creek again, finish- 
ing on the track and Beck Field. 

Neeka Goodwin of Grants 
Pass was the first female fin- 
isher, running in 22:51. 

She said she was not partic- 
ularly pleased with her finish, 
and said running though the 
humid morning conditions was 


¢ Neck Pain ° Back Pain | 
° Headaches ° Muscle Pain 


e Arm & Leg Pain 
Head ~ Heart ~ Hands 


582-6508 


www.rrchiro.net 


Noah G. Jarvie, DC 


Now Located in the 


Woodville Center 


109 W. Main Street 


BIR Han Morn iter 


Alex Angstadt of Ashland was the only runner 


finishing in under 20 minutes. 


“like swimming." She did say the 
morning run was fun just be- 
cause it was a good time engag- 
ing with people in the running 
community. 

A total of 76 people ran in 
the race, which was a con- 


| ducted by coaches and players 


from the girls' basketball and 
volleyball teams as a fundraiser 
for the upcoming seasons. 

The oldest runner was 78- 
year-old Sammy Vandeberg, 
who finished in 30:34, which 
was first in his class, 37th over- 
all. 


Our communities are rich with hidden 
gems like shops, restaurants and 
events like Rooster Crow. So share 

_ the love! When you bring a friend or 
make a recommendation, our 
community thrives. 


ROGUE RIVER 
110 Pine Street 


Rogue River, OR 97537 


UMPQUA 
B-A-N-K 
Member FDIC 


Equal Housing Lender {=} SBA Preferred Lender 


SIMPLE from page 25 


crowned champion crower. 

George, owned by Jason 
and Dani Duby of Merlin, was 
the winner earning the $150 
prize with more than 44 crows. 

“| grew up in Rogue River all 
my life and never been to a 
Rooster Crow,” Duby said. 

“We took in George a few years 
ago and decided to enter the 
contest — I’m glad we did.” 

Last year’s champ Bye-Bye 
Bob came in second with 35 
Crows. 

Those numbers just don't 
compare to the likes of Beetle 
Baum who crowed 109 times in 
1953. And, the feat (if not the 
beak) of White Lightening, who 
crowed 112 times in 1978, and 
B.W., 107 in 2005, seem unpar- 


alleled. 


No one knows the secrets | 
that encourage a rooster to | 
crow, but White Lightning's } 


owner, Willie Beck of Gold Hill, 
said it was simple. "I just kept 
him away from any other roost- 
ers or chickens for six weeks 
before the contest and brought 
him to the contest in a large 
sack." 

However, the secret may 


Rogue River 
Fire DB 


District 
541-582-4411 


Join The Largest & Nlost Successful 
Ambulance Membership Program In Whe 
Country. Panmily Coverage 


For Emergencies Call 911 


have been in the person of Dr. === 


Mabel Bryant who stood before 
his cage flapping her arms and 
cheering him on to spectacular 
achievements. According to the 
good doctor, "We were commu- 
nicating with each other!” 

Was she the inspiration for 
the Human National Crowing 
Championship that began 14 
years ago? 
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Authentic Food & Genuine Hospitality 
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Rogue River, OR 97537 
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. RRFD Fakes Care of Hometown 


Members of the Rogue River 
Fire District (RRFD) will spend 
most of the Rooster Crow cele- 
bration demonstrating their train- 
ing exercises and equipment 
operations to a crowd gathered at 
Rogue River Elementary School. 

“A lot of people see us as we 
make our medical calls,” said 
Former Chief Ben Ramsey. “Un- 
less something major happens in 
town, many don't get to see us or 
our gear in action.” 

In past years demonstrations, 
the RRFD crew first set up a rope 
rescue demonstration. Securing 
a number of ropes between two 
trees a few hundred feet apart, 
one firefighter was hauled up into 
the air and maneuvered by other 
firefighters on the ground. Pulling 
on the ropes, they brought him 
into position above a firefighter 


Full Line 


® Tobacco Products 


ROGUE RIVER 
LIQUOR & SMOKES 


Mon-Thur 10-7 pm « Fl & Sat 10-8 
Sunday 11-5 pi 


502 E. Main Street - Rogue River - 582-3260 


| bumpers can explode — which 


turns that bumper into a deadly 
flying projectile. So, we have to 
be cautious when approaching a 
vehicle.” 

The firefighters set up the 
Jaws of Life and began using it to 


S| remove the damaged passenger 


Firefighters demonstrate car victim extrication on the RRES playground. 


playing the part of rescue victim. 

RRFD firefighter Jeff Fitzger- 
ald, using a microphone and pub- 
lic address speakers, explained 
how the rope rescue operation 
would be used to rescue a hiker 
from a canyon or swimmers 
stranded in the river. 


“It's something we rarely have 
to do,” he said. “But, it's some- 
thing that we have to train for and 
be prepared for. That's part of our 


job.” 


Next, the RRFD personnel 
setup an extrication scenario in- 
volving a wrecked car and the 
Jaws of Life. 

Firefighters recruited a female 
volunteer from the crowd to play 
the victim trapped in the wrecked 
Satum Firefighters in full tumout 
gear — almost 50 pounds of 
equipment — set to work on the 
rescue operation. Other crew 
members checked on the victim 
while others inspected the vehi- 
cle. 

“You have to be careful with 
some vehicles,” Fitzgerald said. 
“The air-shocks on front- and rear 
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side door. In the meantime, other 
firefighters saw to the “medical 
needs” of the victim in the car, 
while their partners used a power 
saw to remove the windshield. 
The firefighters moved quickly, 
but cautiously, always assessing 
the situation and considering their 
options. 

“Our main concem is removing 
the victim from the car as soon as 
possible,” Fitzgerald said. “How- 
ever, we have to factor in the vic- 
tim’s condition and make sure 
she’s protected from further 
harm.” 

After several minutes, the fire- 
fighters removed the young 
woman from the vehicle, their ef-: 
forts applauded by the crowd. ;: 

“It's good for everyone, these 
demonstrations,” Ramsey said. 
“It's good for the public because 
they get to see what we have to 
face some times when we have 
certain calls. And, it's good for the 
guys, since they (use the time) to 
train and use the gear.” 
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Older than Crow 


The Rogue River Rooster 
Crow has been around since 
1953. Interestingly, there may 
be cars at the Rooster Crow 
Car Show that have been 
around even longer. 

This will be the 17th year 
the car show has been part of 
the Rogue River Rooster Crow 
weekend, and this year's show 
should have more than 100 
cars on display. The show fea- 


tures some of the best antique 
automobiles, classic cars and 
muscle motors in the area. 
There will even be some car kits 
to take a look at as part of the 
exhibition. 

There will be plenty of win- 
ners for those participating in 
the car show as well as plenty 
of chances at door prizes for all 
those in attendance. 

The car show will be held 
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Rogue River's famed 
Rooster Crow Contest started 
in 1953 as a clever, some say 
silly, way to let folks know that 
Rogue River is a town, not just 
a river. 

Shade Coombs, inspired 
by the tale of Welsh coal min- 
ers who staged colorful rooster 
crowing contests during their 
holidays, shared the idea with 
fellow merchants interested in 
generating a little publicity and 
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self-promotion. 

Coombs'’s proposition was 
accepted by the Rogue River 
Booster Club and funds were 
set aside for a cash prize for 
the owner of the rooster that 
crowed the most within a 30- 
minute period. 

The first contest was held 
May 23, 1953. There were 75 
roosters perched and ready to 
let loose when Chief of Police 
William Peters fired the open- 


ing gun at 10 a.m. The caged 
cocks were free to crow for half 
an hour. Hollerin' Harry crowed 
71 times and earned his owner 
$50. 

Now, $50 was a sizable 
sum, considering that in 1953, 
gas was 25 cents a gallon as 
were a loaf of bread and a gal- 
lon of milk. And, coffee was a 
mere 50 cents a pound. 

Interstate 5 had yet to be 
built, but still more than 500 
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people traveled to the tiny 
hamlet of Rogue River to wit- 
ness the contest held at City 
Park. 

The contest continued to 
entertain even after the final 
cock-a-doodle-doo. Grants 
Pass auctioneer Charlie Morri- 
son auctioned off the fowl--- 
some had gone afoul, ruffling 
the feathers of their coop-side 
handlers. 

see HISTORY on page 31 
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Silent Sam owned by Bill 
Reeder was offered first. Hav- 
ing lived up to his name, his 
owner disgustedly bid 10 cents 
and then watched a flurry of 
bidding. After high bidder 
Harold McKenzie paid $50, 
there was a rush of rooster 
owners hoping to cash in, but 
the bidding dropped rapidly. 

A drizzling rain that turned 
to a downpour failed to 
dampen the spirits of the spec- 
tators or the boosters, and 
Medford, Grants Pass and 
Portland media gave the crow 
fest such favorable publicity, 
the boosters decided to hold a 
second contest on September 
5, 1953. 

According to a Rogue 
River Press article published 
in June 1954, organizers ex- 
pected 1,500 pegple to attend 
that summer's crow fest. In- 
stead, 2,000 folks poured into 
the city and witnessed Rocky 
knock out the competition with 
79 crows. 

The successful event has 
continued for many years, and 
the 63rd crowing contest will 
again be held on the last Sat- 
urday in June. The Rogue 
River Chamber of Commerce 
and Kiwanis co-sponsor the 
weekend. — 

Before all the cock-a-doo- 
dle-doo-ing begins, there is a 
rooster-themed parade---this 
year, the theme is “Rooster 
Trails," in celebration of the 
new bike trail called Mountain 
of the Rogue that overlooks 
the town of Rogue River. 

In addition to memorabilia, 
roosters appear everywhere-- 
-on T-shirts, hats, banners, 
aprons, shoes and flags, and 


in the form of rooster statues 
and stuffed roosters. 

Charlie Weaver, a Kiwan- 
ian and a local Realtor, who 
passed away in 2014 had a 
front row seat at the Rooster 
Crow every since that first one 
in 53. 

“| remember when it was 
held down on Depot Street,” 
he recalled once. “Cages lined 
each side of the street, and 
there were roosters and peo- 
ple up and down, all along the 
curbs.” 

He also laughed at the 
memory of one contest that 
started with a bang. The police 
chief was to blow a whistle at 
10 a.m. to signal the start. No 
one heard the whistle, so he 
fired his pistol. 

“Everyone was scared 
silly, the roosters too,” he 
added. . 

From Depot Street, the 


contest moved to where the 
Umpqua Bank parking lot is 
today. For years, festivities 
were held at Wards Creek 
Park, said Weaver. 

“Well, the freeway took out 
the park, and that ended that,” 
he added. 

The Rogue River Lions 
Club took over from the Rogue 
River Boosters Club, and 
since 1993, the Kiwanis have 
been lead organizers along 
with the Chamber of Com- 
merce and the City of Rogue 
River. 

These days, the Rooster 
Crow shares the spotlight dur- 
ing what has become an entire 
weekend of activities, includ- 
ing one of the area's largest 
and best summer parades, the 
National Human Crow contest, 
a Classic car show, entertain- 
ment, arts and crafts, and 
food. 
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The weekend-long festival 
really starts rockin’ and rollin’ 
during Saturday's parade 
when more than 50 floats, 
marching units, horses, dogs, 
llamas, and folks in rooster 
costumes head down Main 
Street. Hundreds of people 
line the streets between the 
Rogue River Shopping Center 
and Rogue River Elementary 
School. 

“This all seemed hokey, 
when | moved here in 2002,” 
said Holly Spitz, a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
“First, you ask yourself why, 
and then you find yourself say- 
ing why not!” 

“No one can figure out 
why, it just is,” said Weaver. 
“People love it. It’s just a whole 
lot of fun.” 

Added Spitz: “This is small 
town America. This is what we 
do.” 
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Grand Opening Rooster Crow Weekend! 
Jom us for live music Saturday, June 25th 


Rooster Crow 
' Hours: — 
7am to 2pm 
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The Roadsters Hog Wild 
Country Classi€ ROCK 
230pm to 6:30pm 9330pm to 1:30am 


GENERAL HOURS? MON tan DHUR LOARTDO LEPAT ° PREXSAT UWOASTTO BAM “SUN - LOA TO PPM 


PHOS MAIN SPREE, ROGUE RIVER ¢ 541-299-0644 
Also intreducing the Whetstone Grill 


| Steake © Burgers e Pasta Dishes « Homemade Soups e Sandwiches ° Salads 


117 East Main Sti ect, Rogue River 


